Chapter 6
Early Societies in the Americas and Oceania

Do not be frightened by the opening pages of this chapter in the Bentley/Ziegler textbook; there is much more to early societies in the Americas and Oceania than sex and blood…. Okay, now that you are interested, you should know that this chapter is really mostly about migration, so it is really important to keep those themes in mind to help you sort the information into “need to know” and “nice to know” categories.  A chart or another type of graphic organizer here will help you keep the details in order and in perspective.  

Be sure you can……..

1.  Relate the geography and climate of the Americas and Oceania with the development of human society in each  

     area.

2.  Explain the relationship between agriculture and the environment in America and Oceania.

3.  Compare and contrast the social structure, state, and cultures of Mesoamerican and Andean American 
     civilizations with at least one other you’ve already studied in Chapters 2 through 5. 

4.  Discuss the major trading patterns within and among peoples of the Americas and Oceania.

5.  Explain the migrations of people into the Americas and throughout Oceania.

EARLY SOCIETIES OF MESOAMERICA
(Theme: Migration)

Humans took advantage of the exposed land bridges to migrate into new lands and establish cultures there.  Human groups migrated to the Americas long after people had established communities throughout the eastern hemisphere but before people understood or practiced agriculture.  The discovery of agriculture in northern and southern America, population pressures, trade, and the need for additional new resources led to the development of increasingly complex social forms.  

The Olmecs


(Themes: Trade and Cultural Developments)

· Olmecs

· Maize

· Authoritarian

· Obsidian

· Colossal Human Heads

· Fall of the Olmecs

Heirs of the Olmecs: The Maya


(Themes: Trade and Political Structures)
· Maya

· Teotihuacan

· Yucatan Peninsula

· Terraces

· Cacao

· Tikal

· Martial

Maya Society and Religion


(Themes: Social Structures, Cultural and Religious Developments)
· Ideographics 

· Syllabic Elements

· Calendar

· Popol Vuh

· Bloodletting

· Theocracy

EARLY SOCIETIES OF SOUTH AMERICA

Hunting and gathering peoples made their way from Central America to South America c. 12,000 BCE.  The Andes highlands provided deer, llama, and alpaca and the cool coastal regions provided fish as well as ample natural supplies of squash, gourds, and wild potatoes to keep these non-farmers well nourished.  The natural occurring supplies of food could not meet the population needs so these human communities began to experiment with agriculture.  Agriculture proved highly successful in these regions and thus the populations grew; complex, organized cultures developed; and large cities and states were established over the next nine thousand years.  

Early Andean Society and the Chavin Cult


(Themes: Changes and Continuities, Migration, and Religious Developments)
· Peru and Bolivia

· Andean Mountains
· Chavin Cult

Early Societies of Oceania

Human migrations to Australia and New Guinea using canoes outfitted with sails began several thousand years ago.  Seafaring traders from Asia had established trading ports in New Guinea and were venturing further and further east into the islands of the western pacific.  
Early Societies in Australia and New Guinea


(Themes: Migration and Changes and Continuities)

· Aboriginal peoples of Australia

· Aboriginal peoples of New Guinea

· Austronesians

The Peopling of the Pacific Islands


(Themes: Migration and Trade)
· Vanuatu

· Hawai’i

· Madagascar

· Lapita

