Chapter 4
Early Societies in South Asia
You have made it through three chapters and he details may begin to be overwhelming.  Do NOT PANIC and do not try to memorize everything; remember the course themes.  Those big categories should provide the structure your thinking as you read and supply a scaffold for your learning.  

By the time you finish this chapter you should be able to discuss examples from Harappan and Aryan societies for each theme.  Remember, this course is based on the BIG PICTURE.  

Be Sure You Can

1.  Describe the basic features of early Harappan civilization including geography, culture,   

     social structure, states, and political identify

2.  Compare and contrast Harappan civilization with Egypt and Mesopotamia especially in 

     terms of social, political and gender structures.  (See Chapters 2 and 3)

3.  Analyze the changes in demography in the Indus Valley with the decline of Harappan 

     Civilization and with the coming of the Aryans as part of the Indo-European invasions c.  

    1500 B.C.E.

4.  Describe the nature of patriarchy in Harappan and Aryan traditions.

5.  Explain the basic features of Dravidian and Aryan religious structures which became the 

     basis of Hinduism.

HARAPPAN SOCIETY

The earliest known urban society in India, known as Harappan society, developed c. 7000 B.C.E. along the Indus River.  The availability of fresh water and fertile silt for crops produced increasing agricultural output of wheat, barley, and cotton as well as land suitable for herding cattle, sheep and goats; the ensuing rapidly growing population spread throughout the Indian subcontinent by 3000 B.C.E.  The developments in Harappan society are difficult for scholars to trace because the earliest Harappan settlement remains lie under the water table and because there are don deciphered written records.  Harappan society declined after 1900 B.C.E.; scholars are still unclear as to reasons for its decline.

Foundations of Harappan Society and Culture


(Themes: Trade, Political Structure, and Cultural Developments)

· Modern Day Pakistan and Northern India
· Mohenjo-daro and Harappa

· Polytheistic religion

THE INDO-EUROPEAN MIGRATIONS AND EARLY ARYAN INDIA

As Harappan society declined, nomadic and pastoral peoples who called themselves Aryans migrated through the Hindu Kush and established small herding and agricultural communities throughout northern India.  There is little indication that the movement was an invasion or in any significant way contributed to the destruction of Harappan society.  The interaction of Aryan and Dravidian peoples laid the foundations of modern Indian society.

The Aryans and India


(Theme: Demographics)

· Aryans

· Pastoralists

· No written language

· Oral traditions

· Rig Veda

· Vedic Age

· Raja

· Aryan Political Structures

· Chiefdoms

· Regional kingdoms

· Permanent Capitals
· Professional Administrators

Origins of the Caste Systems


(Theme: Social Structures)
· Social Hierarchy

· Varna

· Brahmins

· Kshatriyas

· Vaishyas

· Shudras

· Untouchables

· Jati

Development of Patriarchal Society

           (Theme: Gender Structures)

· Patriarchal System
· Lawbook of Manu

· Sati

RELIGION IN THE VEDIC AGE

The foundations of Hinduism are found in the fusion of Aryan and Dravidian traditions.

Aryan Religion


(Theme: Patterns of Interactions)

· Polytheists

· Varuna

· Indra

· Ritual Sacrifices

· Ascetic practices

The Blending of Aryan and Dravidian Values


(Themes: Religious Developments and Changes and Continuities)
· Upanishads

· Samsara

· Karma

· Brahman

· Moksha

· Nirvana

· High Ethical Standards

· Reincarnation

· Transmigration 
