Thesis Info:

All theses should include their argument with three methods or points they will use to prove their argument. 

For example, if the prompt asks about the Mongols, a superior thesis would be 

“The Mongols were efficient governors because of their political, economic, and social policies.” 

The first portion of the thesis, “The Mongols were efficient governors,” is a 

simple, acceptable thesis. At the bare minimum, all essays should include this type of thesis. 

The second part, “because of their political, economic, and social policies” turns 

a simple thesis into a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. Better essays follow this second format. 
The other paragraphs form the body of the essay and are critical. Within three of the paragraphs, students prove their argument. 

Set up body paragraphs in an order parallel to the structure within the thesis sentence. 

Students should organize points from the strongest point to weakest point. Strength is based on the amount of evidence presented and the thoroughness of the argument. The weakest point should be last. Based on the above thesis, this means “political policies” should be the topic of the first body paragraph, while the second point will be “economic policies” and the last paragraph will cover “social policies.” 

The first sentence in the body paragraphs should expand upon the sub-point from the thesis. 

An example about the Mongols could be “Politically, the Mongols were tolerant 

governors, who insisted upon honesty, efficiency, and equality in their policies.” 

Within each paragraph, there should be two or three facts or pieces of historical support material. 

*** Start your thesis with a “glue word.” These tend to promote higher-level thinking and the creation of complex theses. Best way to start is with “Although,” but there are others too. 

Examples of glue words: 


After

Although
As

As if

As long as

As though
Because
Before

Even though
If


Till

Unless

In order that
Since

So that

Though 
Until

When

Whenever
Where

Whereas 
While

READING A PROMPT AND WRITING A THESIS 

PART A: READING THE PROMPT 

One of the most frequent and most fatal mistakes that students make is failure to read the prompt in its entirety and answer all of its portions. Explain why this is fatal? 

PART B: WHAT DOES THE PROMPT ASK YOU TO DO? 

Prompts contain two or three “actions” that the College Board asks you to perform. Circle these parts in the above prompt and write them below. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

PART C: IDENTIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS. 

Identify the key action verbs in the above prompt. What do they mean? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

PART D: BROAD THEMES 

The prompt asks you to compare and contrast two broad themes. List them below. 

1. 

2. 

Part E: Two Criteria and Thesis Writing 

The “Basic Core” on all AP World History rubrics include an acceptable thesis based on the documents. It is sufficient if you mention one specific policy or quality mentioned in the thesis provided that more are discussed later. 

1. A simple thesis sentence tells “what” the essay is about, but has few details. 

*** An “Expanded Core” thesis will contain not only “what” the essay is about but also the manner or “how” a writer will prove the thesis. It has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. This type of the thesis identifies at least three qualities or policies by name that support your argument, AND reaches a conclusion about the differences between the two policies mentioned in the prompt. 

2. Based on the prompt, write a detailed, analytical thesis sentence. 

THE INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH 

The introduction paragraph is the single most important paragraph you will write; the second most important is the first body paragraph. These two contain the first ideas and proofs a grader will read. The quality or lack of quality of these sentences can prejudice a reader about your whole essay. Long time graders often say that if your first two paragraphs are strong, the rest of the essay can be weaker. 

Introduction paragraphs need contain only two sentences – a hook and a thesis sentence. In fact, a thesis paragraph need consist of only one sentence, a thesis. But hook sentences add color and are the attention grabbers that start an essay. They most resemble newspaper headlines. They do not have to be complete sentences but they should reflect the theme and general direction of your essay. Some students are very creative with hooks. One student in particular, in her essay on who would win a war between Sparta and Athens used this hook and thesis: 

Once upon a time two boys were born in Ancient Greece. One was born in Athens and given a quill, a scroll and sent off to gymnasium; the other born in Sparta was given a sword and shield and sent off to army camp. While some dreamers argue that the pen is mightier than the sword, in the Peloponnesian War, Sparta’s sword defeated Athen’s pen for military, social, and economic reasons. 

PART C: INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH – A HOOK AND A THESIS 

Ideally hook sentences should act as “signposts” to the thesis, which is your roadmap. They should not be cryptic or difficult to understand. 

PART E: TITLES AS HOOKS 

Students forget to give their essays titles or simply entitle their works “DBQ.” Nothing is more boring or wasted. Give your essay a title that reflects the thesis, hook, main ideas, and conclusion. A well-written paper gives the thesis early and returns to it frequently in the course of the essay. The title is the first time you can tell the reader your thesis. The thesis itself does it again, your separate paragraphs reiterate parts of the theses, and a conclusion rephrases your argument. 

Create a title for your potential essay based on the prompt in Exercise 3. 

