Chapter 3
Early African Societies and the Bantu Migrations

No matter how fascinating you found ancient Egyptian culture to be in middle school, it will be a very minimal part of the AP Exam so don’t overdo you memorization of its terms.  Nevertheless, it is included in the AP guidelines as one of the classical cultures that you may compare with another.  As for the sub-Saharan history of Bantu Africa, our knowledge is expanding all the time.  Where there was once the belief that Africa was a dark continent until discovered by Europeans, we now know that it has marvelous archaeological sites that can corroborate the essential truths in many oral history traditions.  These sites demonstrate dynamic kingdoms with early technological knowledge and complex class structures.  Furthermore, once Islam arrived, some so-called Arab writers have been rediscovered as educated African Muslims.

EARLY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY IN AFRICA

While Egypt was the most prominent of early African culture, its southern neighbor, Nubia, up the Nile River, was just as complex and sophisticated if less prosperous. 

Be Sure You Can

1.  Explain the effect of the Nile on Egyptian culture

2.  Describe the social and political structures of Egypt

3.  Explain the basic tenets of Egyptian polytheism and its integration into politics

4.  Describe the extent of Egyptian trade and its trading partners.

5.  Indentify Egyptian art style and subject line.

Climatic Change and Development of Agriculture in Africa


(Themes: Demographics, Political Structures, and changes and Continuities)
· Domestication of sheep and goats

· Nile’s annual spring floods (silt)

Egypt and Nubia: “Gifts of the Nile”


(Themes: Economics and Technology)
· Compare with the Nubians

· Irrigation methods

The Unification of Egypt


(Themes: Political Structures, Changes and continuities, and Patterns of Interactions)
· Menes

· Old Kingdom pharaohs

· Middle Kingdom

· Nubians 

· Kush

Turmoil and Empire


(Themes: War, Political Structures, and Changes and Continuities)

· Hyksos

· New Kingdom

· Egyptian Bureaucracy

· Assyrians

THE FORMATION OF COMPLEX SOCIETIES AND SOPHISTICATED CULTURAL TRADITIONS

Specialized labor and social stratification emerged with the growth of cities along the Nile.  Due to its advantageous location, Egypt was a prosperous society with complex religious and writing systems.  

The Emergence of Cities and Stratified Societies


(Themes: Changes and Continuities and Gender and Social Structures)
· Memphis

· Thebes

· Pharaoh

· Social Classes

· Queen Hapshetsut

· Nubian Female rulers

Economic Specialization and Trade


(Themes: Economics and Technology)

· Hyksos
· Nubia

· Impact of Mesopotamian Cultures
Early Writing in the Nile Valley


(Theme: Intellectual Developments)

· Papyrus

· Hieroglyphs

· Scribes

The Development of Organized Religious Traditions


(Theme; Religious Developments)

· Polytheistic

· Osiris

· Akhenaten

· Ka

BANTU MIGRATIONS NA EARLY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Bantu-speaking peoples are presumed to have migrated into most regions of sub-Saharan Africa and established agricultural communities.

The Dynamics of Bantu Expansion


(Theme: Demographics)
· Bantu language

· Yams and Oil palms

· Iron metallurgy

Early Agricultural Societies of Sub-Saharan Africa


(Themes: Economics, Political Structures, Social Structure and Religious Developments)

· Chieftains

· Age Sets
· Polytheism

